THE   SCATTERED   NATION

town called the ghetto, often surrounded
by high walls with gates which were locked
at night. Sometimes the ghetto was so
small that two or more families were
compelled to live in one room. In Frank-
fort at one time four thousand persons
were forced to live in fewer than two
hundred houses of ordinary size. When
on the streets of the city they were com-
pelled to wear a conspicuous colored badge

secret Jews. Many escaped to Holland,
then the most tolerant country in Europe,
where they prospered. Baruch Spinoza,
the great philosopher, was of this stock.
There was no unified Germany in the
Middle Ages, but each petty state, and
many cities, made their own laws. Some
tolerated the Jews, though with many re-
strictions. Finally most of the cities and
states expelled them and thousands went

TREASURES   FROM   THE   TEMPLE   AT   JERUSALEM

This panel in relief on the Arch of Titus in Rome is an historical record of the seven-branched
candlestick, the table of gold and the trumpets of silver, taken from Jerusalem at the time of
its capture in 70 AJX After gracing the triumph of Titus, these relics of the temple had several

centuries of wandering before finally disappearing.

sewed to their clothing which marked
them as Jews as far as the eye could see.
We have already mentioned that many
Jews in Spain professed conversion to
Christianity. Many of these remained
Jews in their hearts, and the power of the
Church was turned against them. In
1480 the Inquisition was established to
detect and punish these and other heretics.
Many of these Maranos, as they were
called, were put to death, and their prop-
erty confiscated. In 1492 all unconverted
Jews were expelled from Spain, while the
Inquisition continued to search for the

to Poland, which was glad to receive them.
The Hebrew word for Germany is Ash-
kenaz and so they came to be called the
Ashkenazim, as distinguished from the
Sephardim, the Spanish Jews. They car-
ried the German language written in He-
brew characters with them to Poland. In
time it lost most of its inflections, and
many Polish and Hebrew words were
adopted into the common speech, which
came to be called Yiddish or Jargon.

In the course of centuries the condition
of the Jews in Western and Eastern Eu-
rope was reversed. Following the ex-
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